
BELIZE LEGAL ANNEX 
 
REVIEWED LAWS: 

- Constitution, 2000  
- Prevention of Corruption in Public Life Act, 2000 (**) 
- Prevention of Corruption Act, 2007 (entered into force February 2008) 

 
(**) No longer applicable, replaced by Prevention of Corruption Act of 2007. 
 
RELEVANT ARTICLES: 
 
PART I 
Preliminary 
2. In this Act, unless the context otherwise requires 
“income” includes all receipts by way of salary, fees, wages, 
perquisites, profits, gain, emoluments, rents and interest 
whether they are received as money or as money’s worth, 
commission, bonus, pension, annuity or benefit and whether 
received in Belize or elsewhere, and shall include 
(a) details of contracts awarded by the Government 
or other public body; 
(b) leases or grants of land awarded by Government 
or any other body at the direction or nomination 
of Government; 
(c) private sector contracts of the amount of twentyfive 
thousand dollars or above; 
(d) details of any business interests; and 
(e) other benefits valued at more than five thousand 
dollars received from any source; 
“person in public life” means 
(a) Members of the House of Representatives 
including the Speaker; 
(b) Members of the Senate including the President 
of the Senate; and 
(c) Members of local authorities (City Councils 
and Town Councils); 
 
PART II 
Integrity Commission 
 
4. The Commission shall 
(a) examine and retain all declarations filed with the Secretariat under this Act; 
(b) make such inquiries as it considers necessary in 
order to verify or determine the accuracy of the 
declarations filed under this Act; 
(c) investigate complaints regarding noncompliance 
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with or breach of the provisions of 
this Act; 
(d) perform such other functions as it is required by 
this Act to perform. 
 
7. (1) There is established, for the purposes of this Act, 
a Secretariat to the Commission which shall consist of the 
following persons 
(a) an Executive Director; 
(b) an Administrative Secretary; 
(c) a Senior Accounts Clerk; 
(d) an in-house Legal Advisor; 
(e) a Special (forensic) Investigator who is highly 
skilled and experienced to conduct 
investigations relating to financial crimes; and 
(f) any other personnel reasonably necessary to 
carry out the functions of the Commission. 
(2) The Executive Director is accountable and answerable 
to the Commission and he shall carry out all 
directions given to him by the Commission in pursuance of 
its functions. 
(3) The Office of the Secretariat is charged with the 
administrative responsibilities of the Commission and shall 
perform any duties reasonably incidental to the office of the 
Commission, and which are assigned to it by the Commission. 
(4) Without prejudice to the generality of the foregoing, 
the Office of the Secretariat shall 
(a) receive, record and lay before the Commission, 
all declarations required to be filed under the 
provisions of this Act; 
(b) prepare and keep an updated annual register of 
all declarations filed with its Office; 
(c) keep proper accounts of receipts, payments, 
assets and liabilities of the Commission; 
(d) attend the meetings of the Commission as the 
Commission may require; 
(e) record proceedings of meetings and keep all 
papers and records of the meetings of the 
Commission; 
(f) receive, record and lay before the Commission, 
complaints regarding non-compliance with, or 
breach of the provisions of this Act; 
(g) generally perform such duties connected with 
the work of the Commission as the Commission 
may require. 
 

 2



8. (1) Subject to subsection (3), every member of the 
Commission and every other person having an official duty 
under this Act, or being employed in the administration of 
this Act, shall deal with all documents and information, and 
all other matters relating to a declaration, as secret and 
confidential, and shall make and subscribe a declaration to 
that effect before a Magistrate or a Justice of the Peace. 
(2) Every person required under subsection (1) of 
this section to deal with the matters specified therein as secret 
and confidential, who at any time communicates or attempts 
to communicate such information or anything contained in 
such documents to any person 
(a) other than a person to whom he is authorized 
under this Act to communicate it, or 
(b) otherwise than for the purposes of this Act; 
commits an offence and is liable on summary conviction to 
a fine not less than five thousand dollars or to imprisonment 
for a period not exceeding two years, or to both fine and 
imprisonment. 
(3) A person who receives any information or anything 
contained in such documents as aforesaid, knowing or 
having reasonable ground to believe, at the time when he 
receives it, that it is communicated to him in contravention 
of this Act, commits an offence unless he proves that the 
communication to him of the information or of anything 
contained in any document was contrary to his desire. 
(4) A person who commits an offence under subsection 
(3) is liable on summary conviction 
(a) if the information or anything contained in a 
declaration or other document is published, to 
a fine not less than ten thousand dollars or to 
imprisonment for a period not exceeding four 
years or to both fine and imprisonment; or 
(b) in any other case, to a fine not less than five 
thousand dollars or to imprisonment for a period 
not exceeding two years or to both fine and 
imprisonment. 
(5) No prosecution for an offence under this section 
may be instituted after five years following the commission 
of the offence. 
 
PART III 
Financial Disclosure 
 
10. (1) A person in public life shall, in accordance with 
this Act, file with the Commission, a sworn declaration of 
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assets, income and liabilities in the manner prescribed in 
Form A of the Second Schedule. 
(2) A declaration shall be filed pursuant to subsection 
(1) 
(a) in the case of a person who is a person in public 
life at the commencement, in respect of his 
assets, income and liabilities for the year ; 
(b) in the case of a person who becomes a person 
in public life after the date of commencement of 
this Act, within three months of his becoming 
a person in public life, in respect of his assets, 
income and liabilities for the year ended on the 
previous 31st December, 
and thereafter on the 31st December in each year that the 
person is a person in public life, in respect of his assets, 
income and liabilities as at the 31st day of December in that 
year, so, however, that a declaration required to be furnished 
on the 31st day of December in any year shall be deemed to 
comply with the requirements of this subsection if it is 
furnished before the 1st day of March next following that 
date; 
(c) in the case of every person who ceases to be a 
person in public life, at any time after the 
commencement of this Act, on the first 
anniversary of the date on which he ceases to 
be a person in public life in respect of his assets, 
income and liabilities, covering the period from 
the date of his last declaration to the date on 
which he is required by this paragraph to furnish 
a declaration. 
(3) Notwithstanding the provisions of this section, 
the Commission may in any particular case for good cause 
extend the time for the furnishing of a declaration under this 
Act after the expiration thereof for a period not exceeding 
three months. 
(4) Every declaration furnished pursuant to this section 
shall be verified by affidavit sworn before a Magistrate, 
Justice of the Peace, Commissioner of the Supreme Court, or 
the Registrar of the Supreme Court, as to the truth and 
accuracy of the contents of such declaration. 
(5) The form of the declaration referred to in subsection 
(1) above may, at any time, be varied by the Prime 
Minister on the recommendation of the Commission by 
regulations made under this Act. 
 
11. (1) A declaration required under this Act shall include 
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such particulars as are known to the declarant of the 
assets, income and liabilities of himself, of his spouse and of 
his children 
Provided that 
(a) if the spouse was not ordinarily living with the 
declarant for the entire period in relation to 
which the declaration is made; or 
(b) if a child of the declarant was not ordinarily 
living with the declarants at any time during the 
period in relation to which the declaration is 
made, 
the particulars required to be furnished by this subsection 
shall be limited to assets held by the spouse or child, as the 
case may be, in trust for, or as agent of the declarant, so, 
however, that nothing in this subsection shall be construed 
as precluding the Commission from requiring from a declarant 
any additional particulars the Commission may think fit. 
(2) A declaration furnished pursuant to section 10 
may be accompanied by a statement of affairs certified by a 
chartered accountant if the declarant so thinks fit. 
(3) Where a person in public life holds money or 
other property in trust for another person, he may so state in 
his declaration, but shall not be required to disclose the terms 
of the trust. 
(4) For the purposes of a declaration under this Act, 
the income, assets and liabilities of a person in public life 
include the income, assets and liabilities acquired, held or 
incurred by any other person 
(a) as his agent or on his behalf; 
(b) as his spouse’s agent or on behalf of his spouse. 
(5) For the purposes of a declaration under this Act, 
without prejudice to the generality of subsection (4) above 
(a) assets include property, real and personal, 
including money, beneficially held in Belize or 
elsewhere by the declarant and his spouse and 
all rights or benefits enjoyed by the declarant 
and his spouse on a continuing basis; and 
(b) liabilities include all the declarant’s and the 
declarant’s spouse’s obligations to pay money 
or to transfer money to others in Belize or 
elsewhere. 
 
12. (1) The Commission shall examine every declaration 
furnished to it and may request from the declarant any 
information or explanation relevant to a declaration made by 
him, which in its opinion, would assist it in its examination. 
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(2) Where upon an examination under subsection 
(1), the Commission is satisfied that a declaration has been 
fully made, it shall publish or cause to be published a 
certificate in the Gazette in the form prescribed by Form B 
in the Second Schedule within sixty days thereafter. 
(3) Where the Commission publishes or causes to be 
published a certificate under subsection (2), any person may 
make a written complaint to the Commission in relation to 
that certificate. 
 
14. (1) Where a person in public life fails to file a 
declaration under section 10 without reasonable cause or 
fails to furnish particulars under section 13, the Commission 
shall publish the fact in the Gazette and shall send a report to 
the Director of Public Prosecutions for further action. 
(2) For purposes of this section, “knowingly failing 
to file a declaration” includes failure to make a disclosure 
of any material fact in the declaration. 
 
19. (1) A person who, without reasonable cause, 
(a) fails to file with the Commission, a declaration 
which he is required to file in accordance with 
the provisions of this Act; 
(b) fails to give such information or explanation as 
the Commission may require under section 12 
or 13; 
(c) fails to give such information as a Tribunal may 
require under section 15, 
commits a first offense and is liable on summary conviction 
to a fine not less than three thousand dollars. On a second or 
sunsequent offence to a fine of not less than five thousand 
dollars or to imprisonment for a period of one year, or to both 
fine and imprisonment. 
(2) Without prejudice to subsection (1) above, every 
person who, without reasonable cause, 
(a) fails to file a declaration in accordance with the 
provisions of this Act; 
(b) has not yet filed his declaration in the previous 
year in accordance with the provisions of this 
Act; 
(c) fails to give such information or explanation as 
the Commission may require under section 12 
or 13 within the time specified for submission; 
(d) fails to give such information as a Tribunal may 
require under section 15, 
is liable to pay to the Commission, an administrative fine of 
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one hundred dollars for each day that the declaration or 
information or explanation, as the case may be, remains 
outstanding. 
(3) A person who 
(a) knowingly makes any false statement in such 
declaration; or 
(b) after a certificate in respect of a declaration has 
been published in the Gazette pursuant to 
section 12, publishes any statement whatever, 
whether orally or in writing, challenging the 
accuracy of that certificate or the honesty or 
credibility of the declarant, otherwise than by 
way of a complaint to the Commission; or 
(c) having been granted access to a declaration 
under section 13, discloses or makes known to 
any person any information contained in such 
declaration otherwise than for the purpose of 
an inquiry under section 13; or 
(d) makes any frivolous, vexatious or groundless 
complaint to the Commission in relation to a 
declaration or a certificate in respect of such 
declaration; or 
(e) fails without reasonable cause to attend an 
inquiry being conducted by the Commission 
under section 15, or knowingly gives any false 
information in such inquiry, 
commits an offence and is liable on summary conviction to 
a fine not less than one thousand dollars and not less than five 
thousand dollars or to imprisonment for a period not exceeding 
six months, or to both fine and imprisonment. 
(4) Where the offence under this section involves the 
non-disclosure of property corruptly acquired while in public 
life, the Court shall, in addition to the penalty specified in 
this section 
(a) where the property involved is situated in 
Belize, declare that it be forfeited to the 
Government; 
(b) where the property involved is situated outside 
Belize, order that an amount equivalent to the 
value of the property (the value to be assessed 
as directed by the Court), be paid by the person 
in public life to the Government. 
(5) Property acquired from a person referred to under 
subsection (4) by a bona fide purchaser for value without 
notice of any offence by that person, is not liable to forfeiture, 
but an amount equivalent to the value of the property or 
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the price paid by the purchaser, whichever is the greater, 
shall be paid by the person in public life to the Government. 
(6) Payment of all sums due to the Government 
pursuant to paragraph (b) of subsection (4) or to subsection 
(5), may be enforced in like manner as a debt due to the 
Government and any proceedings thereon on behalf of the 
Government may be taken. 
(7) It shall be a defence for a person in public life to 
show that the failure envisaged in paragraphs (a), (b) and (c) 
of subsection (1), and paragraph (e) of subsection (3), was 
due to reasonable causes and the court shall, in each case, 
make a determination as to reasonable causes taking into 
account the circumstances of each case. 
 
25. (1) Every person who, subject to subsection (2), 
acquires or holds a private interest in any contract, agreement 
or investment emanating from or connected with the 
public body in which he or she is employed or which is made 
on account of that public body, commits an offence of 
corrupt activities and is liable on summary conviction to a 
fine of not less than ten thousand dollars. 
(2) Subsection (1) does not apply to a person 
(a) who acquires or holds such interest as a 
shareholder of a listed company; 
(b) whose conditions of employment do not prohibit 
him or her from acquiring or holding such 
interest; or 
(c) in the case of a tender process, a public officer 
who acquires a contract, agreement or 
investment through a tender process and whose 
conditions of employment do not prohibit him 
from acquiring or holding such interest and 
who acquires or holds such interest through an 
independent tender process, or 
(d) unless the person makes a disclosure of such 
interest to the relevant public body within thirty 
days of acquiring or holding such interest. 
 
34. (1) Any person who has reasonable grounds to 
believe that a person 
(a) is in breach of a provision of this Act; 
(b) has committed an act of corruption, or of 
corrupt activities may make a complaint 
in writing to the Commission. 
(2) The complaint shall state 
(3) For the purposes of subsections (1) and (2) “the 
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prescribed manner” means an information, complaint or 
declaration under oath in writing 
(a) to a constable; 
(b) to the Commission; or 
(c) where the employer of the person exercising 
the public function has established 
a procedure for that person to make disclosures 
of the kind mentioned in subsections 
(1) or (2), in accordance with that 
procedure. 
 
 
 
BLANK DISCLOSURE FORM 
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