
AFGHANISTAN – LEGAL ANNEX 
 
Constitution 2004 
Electoral Law  
 
Note: The legislature is based on a bicameral structure composed of the Wolesi Jirga (the Parliament) with 
249 members and the Meshreno Jirga (the Senate) with 102 members. The Wolesi Jirga receives law 
proposals from the Executive organs. In order to be approved, a law has to go through both chambers. The 
Wolesi Jirga is elected every 5 years through the Single Non-Transferable Voting (SNTV) system. The 
President designates one third of the Meshreno Jirga while the other two thirds are designated by the 
Provincial Councils. The Provincial Councils are local assemblies elected through the SNTV system. 
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Election Law 

 
 
Penal Code of 1976 
Article 259: If a member of the National Assembly, municipality and provincial or local councils requests 
something for himself or someone else or accepts a promise to this end or receives a gift and for this reason 
exerts his influence to obtain from the competent authorities of public services orders, decisions, 
instructions, premises, releases, agreements, imports, appointments, contracts and any other service and 



privileges, shall be considered as a bribe-taker and shall be sentenced in accordance with the provision of 
the Law. 
 


